S c i e n c e U p d a t e s
Jenny Orr, School Specialist in Science, MGRESA

GSTA District II Fall Conference-Oct.3, 2009: 

· “Ignite, Inspire, Impact Science” 

· North Georgia College, Dahlonega

· Registration deadline, Sept. 14, 2009 (www.negystc.org/gsta.htm)

· $25 for members, $30 for all others

· 1 PLU credit with follow-up assignment

Summer Biotech Academies for High School Science Teachers:

 www.gabioscience.org ( Resources and to sign up for classes.)

Modeling Workshops and Resources (www.//modeling.asu.edu)

K-5 Endorsement in Science

· -task force is currently working on this and is ironing out questions regarding embedding in Masters Degree, alignment with current PSC certificate structure, strengthening field experiences, stipends for teachers currently enrolled in endorsement programs, how to convert old endorsements to new endorsement, adding new endorsement to a Middle Grades(4-8) certificate, who will teach courses, emphasis on practical application, depth of pedagogy more important than breadth, online and face-to-face courses -Meeting to finalize recommendations was Sept.2nd :

 a. revising/updating Science Endorsement standards

 b. methods for converting from the old endorsements to new

 c. eligibility requirements

 d. program design requirements/guidelines

 e. residency requirements/guidelines

 f. portfolio requirements/guidelines

Timeline:
· Sept. 3-30 GaPSC staff is developing timeline and procedures for program approval of: -existing programs updating to meet new requirements -new programs
· Sept. 3-30 GaPSC staff is incorporating recommendations into proposed new Preparation and Certification Rules
· Oct. 8 Commission will initiate rule making process

· Mid-Oct.-Mid-Nov. Public comment period for new rules

· Dec. 10 Commission will vote to adopt new rules and rescind old rules

· Jan. 15 New rules become effective
 Questions: 
david.hill@gapsc.com
 
penney.mcroy@gapsc.com
“Impacting Standards-Based Education Through Field Experiences”

· Contact Lynn Larson, Regional Coordinator, Chattahoochee Flint GYSTC lpl@gsw.edu
CTAE Courses in Science

· Courses that are approved to be used as a fourth science are being reviewed by the Board of Regents.

GHSGT Changes

· This year the GHSGT will contain the same domains as last year(Cells and Heredity, Ecology, Structure and Properties of Matter, Energy Transformations, and Forces, Waves, and Electricity.

· The 2010-2011 GHSGT will be realigned to include Cells and Heredity, Ecology, Energy Transformations, and Forces, Waves, and Electricity.

Epidemiology Course

· The DOE has been approached by the CDC to develop a high school Epidemiology course. This course will be on the list of approved courses that goes to the Board later this year.

Georgians Experience Astronomy Research in Schools(GEARS)
· GEARS is a NASA funded project to bring GPS Astronomy to all Georgia high schools. The project will develop a NASA-research based Astronomy curriculum and provide teacher training across the state. Great teachers are needed to spearhead the introduction of this NASA based, high-tech astronomy curriculum in the state of Georgia! If you are one of those teachers and you are interested, there are lots of perks! Resource Teachers are also needed(10-12).
· Application and more information: http://cheller.phy.georgiasouthern.edu/~shigdon/GEARS/GEARS.html
Webinars
· Send e-mail to Juan-Carlos Aguilar at DOE that you are participating in the Webinar and the date(s) and requesting Teacher Notes for those Webinars prior to the dates. jaguilar@doe.K12.ga.us
ExPreSS Project
· According to data gathered after initial ExPreSS project implementation in 2008-09, this project was very successful(63% of Project Test Takers met or exceeded the passing standard for Science).

· MGRESA will hold training session on Oct. 14, 2009 for teachers designated by their schools to explore the ExPreSS Project curriculum in depth and develop a plan of implementation. 
